
Central Region 

The period of February to March is usually the wettest period of the year.  As of up to now 

there has been about 50% of the average rainfall for this period and going forward this will 

affect the estimate for the coming harvest season.  Grower estimates that were submitted 

before Easter were down on last year, reflecting a crop of somewhere about 5 million tons.  

There will need to be continued showers and rainfall events to qualify this year’s crop.  An 

open winter would help to carry the crop through. 

The Mackay crushing season will start in early June, with the dates to be confirmed in the 

near future. The maintenance period is progressing well, with all business units close to 

anticipated schedule and budget. In general it is the work on the milling trains at each of the 

sites that will require the entire maintenance period to complete and this is being managed 

with additional crews, where necessary, to meet the targeted completion dates.  

The Farleigh Boiler Efficiency Project is advancing, with the economiser sections lifted into 

place. The air heaters for the boiler have landed on Australian soil; however, the delays 

incurred during the fabrication process have required a change to the erection sequencing 

by the site contractor to ensure readiness for the crush. 

MAPS has been conducting the annual shed meetings to inform growers of the current 

issues.  Their main points have been 

1. Varieties 

2. Irrigation efficiencies 

3. Harvesting performance and losses 

4. Management of fallow areas. 

5. Supporting the uptake of BMP  

6. Trial results undertaken by farmer groups 

MAPS will hold their Annual Field Day on 28th May at the Victoria Plains MAPS farm. 

The Community Bank Ag.Trade Life Field Day and agricultural showcase will be held at the 

Mackay Show grounds on 1st and 2nd May 2015.  The main beneficiary will be the Pioneer 

Valley Rotary Club’s Drought Assistance for Longreach and Districts project.  Visit their 

website www.agtradelife.com.au for further information on attending or participating in 

this event. 

YCS is still prevalent in the Central District, with greater affects becoming more visible in the 

Plane Creek Area south of Mackay.  YCS has affected all varieties in the Central Region to 

varying degrees with Q240 and Q242 showing the highest level of symptoms.  There is a PRS 

depression in heavily affected crops.  YCS is hard to understand because a block showing 

obvious symptoms one year can have little or none the following year. 



Still there is no answer.  Trying to find the cause of YCS is the most challenging issue 

currently facing the growing sector and researchers.  There is nowhere else in the world to 

go as the syndrome has not yet occurred in any other cane growing area.  

The Catalyst conference was well attended by grower groups and farmers from all over the 

area that affect water issues upon the reef.  Many projects are been trialled and adopted to 

minimise the runoff effects off farms.  Funding support continues to help complete 

programs and trial new measures to improve farming practices. 

A busload of young farmers took themselves to the Next Gen conference at Palm Cove 

Cairns.  The event showcased a cross section of issues affecting the sugar industry today.  

The interaction and networking of young growers from all areas was one of the highlights of 

the program.  Presenters spoke on a range of sections in the industry.  All is wrapped around 

technology and communication going forward. 

At this current period of time, sugar is down and cattle is up. Most of the time these 

industries are never in sync.  The circumstances driving the price shifts are quite different.  A 

break in the weather will do a lot to help both industries but the outlook for sugar in the 

short term looks very tight going forward.  
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