
Herbert River region 

The Herbert River District has been missing out on their annual rainfall this year and we feel 

we are experiencing drought conditions although some rain has fallen along the coast other 

parts of the district have had little or no rainfall with the western parts of the district only 

getting a millimetre or 2. 

March has been a busy month with meetings. I attended a SRA Variety meeting and the 

Senate Inquiry Hearing regarding marketing of sugar and being able to make a choice. It was 

well supported by farmers from Tully, Herbert and the Burdekin, who showed the Senate 

the concern we feel for our wellbeing. 

I attended the Next Gen Conference at Palm Cove.  A complete success! This conference 

was fully booked out.  Please look at the Next Gen website as the presentations are 

available for anyone to read. 

April has been extremely busy with information meetings including an interesting meeting 

on soil biology, held on the 9th April. 

Yellow Canopy Syndrome is running rife again in the Herbert this year. Abergowrie and 

other parts of the district are really suffering. It is to be hoped that a solution to the 

problem is just around the corner, as this disease is affecting productivity.  Not what we 

need, with cane already suffering in some areas from lack of rainfall.  

Feral Pigs, rats etc. are an ongoing problem. Seems the pigs are becoming smarter by 

coming out of the National Parks during the day, staying inside the cane, then before dark 

heading back out into the National Parks for the night.  They move from one end of the 

paddock to the other, if they know someone is around, by using avoidance tactics. It took 

someone in our area two years to dispatch one of these smart pigs. 
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