
Southern Region 

Perfect weather for harvesting, and so it was right up until the last 5% of ISIS Centrals' crush: 

and then the rain that came was so necessary — well, it was worth more than the harvest 

hold up. 

 

Spring planting was not so difficult, but the high temperatures and evaporation rates led to 

some frantic irrigating to give the setts in the ground a better chance. 

 

Total tonnage for all areas in the region ended up better than any one dared hope for back 

in May. The problem with growing a crop of this size under the conditions was and is the 

margin. Suffice to say, I am sure readers are aware of this situation. 

 

Movember has been a big thing for me this year and I know the Movember spirit has spread 

around the region. I have found the farming community has found a bit of laughter in a time 

of adversity, so despite being a fair way down in the money raising ranking, I know it has 

been worthwhile. A lot of laughter for free. With the money tight it has been so good to find 

a way to get up to a bit of mischief without having to reach into your pocket. 

 

At a recent evening as a guest of one of the banks, who incidentally sponsor NEXT GEN, I 

asked of the Regional Manager what I might include in a Regional report. His reply was 

along the lines of; "We won't tell people how to farm. If their farm is working that’s what 

counts. The commitment to the business of farming is different from other lines of work and 

that is something we all have to live with.” And other than that make sure you still have a 

life and family. Oh, and yes, Merry Christmas! 

Michael Hetherington- Southern Director 

 

 

 


