
NSW 

The question on the lips of the NSW growers is how long will it take for us to get back to full 

production. 

At Condong this year the early estimate was 420,000 tons and with the end of the season 

now imminent (at time of writing) we are looking at over 500,000 tons. The three rivers 

combined could reach close to 1.5 Million tons. 

Sugar has been low at Condong as the crop did not start to grow until we got the March 

rainfall. A late winter then allowed the crop to grow right through the winter and although 

we had low temperatures, there was little frost damage. 

I have said in this column before that we grow our best crops in the dust at Condong and we 

have most certainly done that this year. 

I had the opportunity to drive through the Richmond and Clarence districts yesterday and 

both districts look like they are showing resilience and will produce well going forward. 

It does look like the cane that was planted late is almost at the same stage of growth as that 

which was planted early: very hot days and little bit of rain here and that will help make the 

next crop. 

With the forecasters saying dry, we may well be looking at a reasonable crop for next year, 

at least for those who are lucky enough to be under one of the storms. 

Unfortunately the storm cells are very small and growers can get 20-30 mm while another 

farm just 1 km away can get very little. 

The new varieties seem to be able to recover much better from flooding, especially KQ228. 

One field I cut for seed cane last year produced 5 tons in 7 rows. I only ratooned it because, 

of the seed cane that came from the mill this year, the same 7 rows produced 30 tons — 

this is something that never happened in the past. As the season comes to an end in all 

districts growers will be looking for some rain, but no floods. 

I wish all growers a Merry Christmas and a very prosperous New Year in 2015. 

Robert Quirk- NSW Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 


